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I o the  Llanfyllin  Municipal  Borough  Council, 

The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillois, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1957  which  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular 
No.  1/58  (Wales). 

The  statistics  show  average  rates  for  the  town  in  1957  with  the 
possible  exception  of  infant  mortality  which  1 have  made  the 
subject  of  a short  note  in  this  report. 

In  the  section  on  intectious  diseases  reference  is  made  to  the 
epidemic  of  Asian  flu  which  affected  the  borough  very  lightly  if 
at  all.  Generally  this  infection  gives  rise  to  complications  such 
as  pneumonia  but  there  was  only  one  case  of  primary  pneumonia 
notified  during  the  year  and  that  was  before  the  onset  of  the 
influenza  outbreak.  Early  in  the  year,  however,  the  borough  was 
hit  by  a sharp  epidemic  of  measles.  The  report  contains  an 
analysis  of  the  cases  and  a short  discussion  on  this  disease. 

In  the  absence  of  an  influenza  epidemic  and  possible  com- 
plications the  question  of  Housing  may  have  escaped  some  limelight. 

Housing  is  a feature  of  environmental  health  which  can  ill 
afford  delays  in  improvements  and  development.  Financial 
restrictions  had  an  adverse  effect  upon  the  building  of  Council 
houses  during  the  year;  in  fact  none  was  built  at  all.  The  Council 
will  be  well  advised  to  pursue  a vigorous  housing  policy  at  the 
first  opportunity.  During  the  year  several  official  representations 
were  made  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  action  had  not  been  taken 
upon  them. 

The  local  health  services  provided  under  Partlll  of  the  National 
H ealth  Service  Act  1946  continued  to  operate  fairly  satisfactorily 
during  the  year.  On  the  resignation  of  the  Assistant  County 
Dental  Officer  however  and  on  the  failure  to  replace  him,  this  area 
was  without  school  and  clinic  dental  services  for  the  second  half 
of  the  year.  It  was  therefore  with  a certain  degree  of  irony  that 
news  of  the  completion  of  the  new  dental  clinic  was  received. 
This  dental  clinic  was  of  course  part  of  the  new  child  health  clinic 
which  was  ready  for  use  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  This  clinic 
is  not  only  an  asset  to  the  town  in  itself,  but  it  also  forms  a suitable 
centre  for  the  health  visitor.  Miss  Bryan’s  services  in  this  capacity 
are  much  appreciated  in  the  town  and  district. 

The  section  of  this  report  dealing  with  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  area  was  prepared  with  customary  care  by  the 
Surveyor/Public  Health  Inspector  and  I must  thank  him  for  his 
valuable  assistance  in  this  as  in  other  matters  throughout  the  year. 

Lastly  I gladly  acknowledge  the  friendly  support  which  I 
receive  from  you  Mr.  Mayor,  the  other  members  of  the  Council, 
the  Town  Clerk  and  staff. 

I am, 

Y ours  faithfully, 

I.  B.  MILLAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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4 


SECTION  “A”. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District — 8. 1 43  acres. 

Registrar  General’s  mid  year  estimate  of  resident 

population — 1,310 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books — 394 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1957 —£12,341 
Sum  of  Penny  Rate — £47/18/0 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population 

The  mid  1957  figure  was  1310. 

Births. 

Legitimate. 

Male  ...  ...  ..  ...  0 

Female  12 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Illegitimate — N i 1 . 

Note.  11  (3  male  8 female)  of  these  births  took  place  outside 
the  borough  presumably  in  hospitals. 

Crude  Birth  Rate  = 13.74  per  1,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (for  age  and  sex)  = 16.1  per  1,000  total 
population. 

England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate,  1957  (provisional) — 16.1 
Montgomeryshire  Birth  Rate,  1957 — 15.22 
Wales  Birth  Rate,  1957 — 15.95 

Still  Births  — Nil. 

Infant  Mortality. 

(a)  Neonatal  Deaths — 2 (both  female  and  legitimate). 

Neonatal  Mortality — 111  per  1000  live  births. 

England  and  Wales  N.M.,  1957  (provisional) — 16.5  per  1000 

live  births. 

(b)  Postnatal  Deaths — 1 (male,  legitimate). 

Postnatal  Mortality — 55.5  per  1000  live  births. 

England  and  Wales  Postnatal  Mortality,  1957  (provisional) — 

6.6 
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(c)  Total  Infant  Mortality — 166.6  per  1000  live  births. 

England  and  Wales  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1957  (provisional) — 

23.1 

Montgomeryshire  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  1957 — 22.0 
Wales  infant  Mortality  Rate,  1957 — 28.38 

(d)  Perinatal  Mortality— 111  per  1000  total  births. 

England  and  Wales  Perinatal  Mortality,  1957  (provisional) — 

36.2 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  these  rates  for  Llanfyllin  M.B.  are 
high  but  this  would  also  have  been  the  case  if  there  had  been  only 
one  such  death.  To  obtain  a true  perspective  other  years  would 
have  to  be  included  and  in  many  previous  years  there  were  no 
deaths  at  all  under  this  heading. 

The  term  “ perinatal  mortality”  is  being  used  increasingly 
in  referring  to  the  total  loss  of  infant  life  before,  during  and 
shortly  after  birth.  There  is  as  yet  no  generally  accepted  definition 
of  the  term  but  it  is  probably  most  usefully  defined  as  including 
still  births  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life.  To  consider  these 
two  groups  together  allows  of  a better  assessment  of  the  problems 
of  causation  that  are  common  to  both. 

Despite  great  improvements  in  the  general  infant  mortality 
and  maternal  mortality  rates,  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  has  fallen 
only  slowly  and  since  1948  it  has  been  virtually  stationary  at 
about  38  per  1000  total  births  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  outstanding  problem  of  perinatal  death  is  premature 
birth.  In  England  and  Wales,  half  of  the  stillbirths  are  premature 
and  about  a third  of  the  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  are  ascribed 
to  immaturity  alone. 

The  cause  of  both  neonatal  deaths  in  Llanfyllin  in  1957  was 
in  fact  prematurity  coupled  with  the  fact  that  they  were  of  the  one 
twin  birth. 

The  cause  of  the  infant  death  was  meningitis. 

All  these  deaths  occurred  in  hospital. 

Deaths. 

All  causes. 

Male  6 

Female  10 

1 otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Note.  Six  of  these  deaths  (2  male  4 female)  occurred  in  hospital 
and  four  (1  male  3 female)  at  Y Dolydd. 

Crude  Death  Rate  ==  12.2  per  1 ,000  total  population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (for  age  and  sex)  = 10.5  per  1 ,000  total 
population. 

England  and  Wales  Death  Rate,  1957  (provisional) — 11.5 
Montgomerys  hire  Death  Rate,  1957—11.82 
Wales  Death  Rate,  1957—12.52 
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Deaths  by  age,  cause  and  sex  during  the  year. 


Age  Groups 

Total 

Cause 

Sex 

under  1 

50—60 

60—70  70—80 

80—90 

904- 

M 

F 

Meningococcal  infections 

M 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm 

stomach 

F 

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system 

F 

1 

1 

Coronary  disease  angina 

M 

1 

1 

F 

1 

Hypertension  with  heart 

disease 

F 

1 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

M 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Other  circulatory  disease 

F 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

M 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases 

F 

2 

2 

Non-motor  accidents 

F 

'i'  ^ 

1 

Totals 

M 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

6 

F 

2 

1 2 

4 

1 

10 

Grand  Totals 

3 

1 

2 3 

5 

2 

16 

— 

— 



. _ 



This  death  was  also  associated  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
This  accident  was  associated  with  pneumonia. 

Average  age  at  death  (excluding  the  infant  deaths) — 77 


Comparative  Statistics  in  1957 


District  Population 

Crude 

Still 

Percentage 

Infant 

Crude 

Tuberculosis 

Birth 

Birth 

of  total 

Mortality 

Death 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Births 

Rate 

per  10,000 

Illegitimate 

Llanfyllin  M.B 

1310 

13.74 

— 

— 

166.6 

12.2 



Llanidloes  M.B. 

2330 

14.59 

29 

2.9 

— 

12 

— 

Machynlleth  U.D. 

1830 

10.93 

50 

— 

— 

13.66 

— 

Montgomery  M.B. 

870 

21.8 

— 

— 

— 

11.5 

— 

Newtown  and 

Llanllwchaiarn  U.D  5370 

15.3 

37 

1.2 

12 

10.6 

1.86 

Welshpool  M.B. 

6070 

15.65 

63 

3.0 

42 

10.2 

— 

Urban  Districts 

17780 

15.1 

41 

1.8 

30 

11.1 

0.56 

Forden  R.D. 

5220 

18.4 

21 

4.1 

31 

11.9 

3.83 

Llanfyllin  R.D. 

9790 

14.1 

29 

6.3 

7 

12.9 

— 

Machynlleth  R.D. 

3040 

11.5 

29 

5.6 

— 

16.8 

3.29 

Newtown  and 

Llanidloes  R.D. 

• 9100 

16.0 

55 

1.9 

21 

10.6 

— 

Rural  Districts 

27150 

15.3 

36 

4.1 

17 

12.3 

1.1 

Whole  County 

44930 

15.2 

38 

3.24 

22 

11.8 

0.89 
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SECTION  “B”. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1948. 

Public  Health  provisions  administered  by  the  County  Council 
(see  County  Medical  Officer  s Annual  Report). 


SECTION  “C”. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies. 

(i)  Quality. 

To  report  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  supplies  in  this  district 
it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  between  public  supplies  and  supplies 
drawn  from  private  sources. 

The  public  supply  is  drawn  from  a well  sunk  in  valley  gravel. 
Samples  of  the  supply  are  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination 
each  month  and  the  results  of  such  examinations  have  been 
consistently  good  since  the  source  was  brought  into  use  in  1945. 
During  the  year  under  review  16  samples  of  the  supply  were 
bacteriologically  examined,  12  were  highly  satisfactory,  2 were 
satisfactory  and  2 unsatisfactory. 

1 he  private  supplies  are  mostly  from  shallow  wells  or  springs 
and  detailed  information  regarding  their  quality  is  not  available. 

In  general,  however,  I would  not  expect  the  quality  of  the  private 
supplies  to  be  good.  During  the  year  under  review,  one  sample 
of  a privately  owned  water  supply  was  submitted  to 
bacteriological  examination  and  found  unsatisfactory,  but  after 
remedial  works  were  carried  out  a further  bacteriological 
examination  showed  the  supply  to  be  satisfactory. 

( ii ) Quantity. 

To  report  upon  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supplies  in  the 
Borough  it  is  again  necessary  to  deal  separately  with  those 
properties  which  are  within  reach  of  the  public  mains  and  those 
which  have  to  rely  on  private  supplies. 

The  public  supply  is  adequate  for  all  purposes.  The 
dwellings  and  population  supplied  from  the  mains  are  as  follows 

Estimated 

No.  of  Dwellings.  Population. 
Water  1 aid  on  to  house  or  curtilage  309  1,041 

Drawing  supplies  from  public 

standpipes 8 24 
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Dealing  generally  with  the  properties  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
watermain  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  periods  of  drought 
the  supplies  are  inadequate.  The  elevation  of  some  properties  makes 
it  difficult  to  supply  them  economically  but  I consider  that  the 
watermains  should  be  extended  wherever  possible  so  as  to  make 
the  maximum  use  of  an  adequate  source. 

( iii ) Plumbo-Solvent  Action. 

The  public  water  supply  is  treated  for  the  correction  of  pH  value 
and  I would  not  expect  the  water  to  have  a marked  aggressive  action 
on  metals. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Following  the  construction  of  new  sewerage  works  for  the 
town  the  position  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage  is  satisfactory 
within  the  built-up  area  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  made  it  possible 
to  convert  most  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  town.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  no  pail  closets  in  use  in  the  built-up  area  of  the 
district. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Throughout  the  year  under  review  arrangements  were  in  force 
for  the  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  the  built-up  area  of 
the  district.  The  service  was  confined  to  the  contents  of  bins  and  the 
refuse  was  disposed  of  on  a tip  situated  outside  the  borough.  The 
capacity  of  the  tip  is  limited  and  a new  disposal  site  will  soon  be  re- 
quired. 


Public  Health  Inspections. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector  carried  out  the 
following  inspections: — 


Public  Heath 
Water  Supply 
Food  and  Drugs  ... 
Housing  Inspections 
Drainage 

Infectious  Disease 
Building  Inspections 
Meat  Inspection 
Rodent  Control 


9 

9 

4 

7 

8 
2 

5 

174 

2 


As  a result  of  the  above  inspections  the  following  notices 
were  served  with  the  result  indicated  : — 

No.  Served  No.  Complied  with 

Public  Health  Act  1936  5 4 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act  1949.  ...  ...  ...  1 1 
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Shops  and  Offices. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


SECTION  “D” 


Factories,  Act,  1937. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 


SECTION  “E”. 

The  following  information  is  required  to  be  included  in  this 
report: — 


( 1 ) There  were  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1957  the  following 
numbers  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  sold  or  stored: — 


Bakehouses  

Butcher’s  Shops  

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shop 
General  Provisions  Shops 
Greengrocer’s  Shops 

C a fpe 

V»CU  v o • • •••  •••  • • 

Confectioner’s  Shops 
Licensed  Premises  ... 


0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 
3 
5 
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(2)  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  requires  the 
registration  of  all  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice 
cream  or  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale.  The  following 
numbers  of  premises  are  so  registered: — 

For  the  sale  of  ice  cream 5 

For  the  manufacture  ot  ice  cream  1 

(3)  Four  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  were  made 
during  the  year  and  alterations  were  carried  out  at  2 premises  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955-56. 

(4)  Educational  activity  in  relation  to  food  hygiene  was 
confined  to  advice  and  discussion  during  routine  inspection  of  food 
premises. 

( 5 ) One  slaughterhouse  was  in  operation  in  the  district 
throughout  the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  meat  inspected 
and  condemned. 


11 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  Horses 
Cows  Lambs 


Number  Killed  ...  141 

Number  Inspected  ...  141 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cis- 
ticercosis. 


898  162 
898  162 


Whole  Carcases  Con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ...  22 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  or 
cisticercosis  15.6% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   — 


9 1 

17 


2.8%  0.6% 


Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis   

Cisticercosis . 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Carcase  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation ...  ...  ... 


— 3 


1 


1 


Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  
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Meat  Inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 


8 carcases  & offal  lamb 

151lbs 

1 „ ,»  ram 

68  „ 

1 >»  >>  pis 

58  „ 

6 parts  hindquarter  lamb 

38  „ 

2 parts  forequater  lamb 

12  „ 

1 part  hindquarter  beef 

6 „ 

1 bovine  head 

25  „ 

7 bovine  livers 

103  „ 

11  parts  bovine  liver 

29  „ 

1 bovine  lung 

10  „ 

1 bovine  heart 

4 „ 

3 pigs  heads 

40  „ 

1 sheep  pluck 

3 „ 

6 sheep  livers 

14  „ 

2 sets  sheep  lungs 

6 „ 

Total 

567  „ 

SECTION  “F”. 


Infectious  Disease  Control. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  was  84.  Measles  occurred 
as  an  epidemic  and  accounted  for  83  of  the  total. 

Measles. 

It  was  a year  of  heavy  notification  especially  in  the  first 
quarter  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  deaths  occurred  as  a 
result  of  the  epidemic  and  that,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  by 
indirect  means,  there  were  no  major  ill-effects.  As  might  be 
expected  in  a country  town  the  proportion  of  older  age  groups 
affected  by  Measles  was  fairly  high  though  not  as  high  as  that  in 
a rural  community  like  Llanfyllin  R.D.  In  1957  the  proportions 
in  the  age  groups  0-5  years,  5-10  years,  and  over  10  years,  given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  cases,  were  30,  61.4  and  8 6.  In  Welshpool 
these  proportions  were  38,  59.3  and  2.7  and  in  Llanfyllin  R.D.  they 
were  32,  49.7  and  18.3. 

Epidemics  of  measles  are  known  to  occur  in  this  country  at 
regular  intervals  and  at  much  less  frequent  intervals  in  isolated 
communities  such  as  certain  of  the  Yorkshire  dales.  The  last  two 
epidemics  reached  their  peaks  in  the  second  quarters  of  1955  and 
1957.  The  North-west  region  of  England  was  first  to  be  affected 
and  therefore  it  is  not  suprising  that  the  share  of  the  epidemic 
falling  to  Llanfyllin  M.B.  should  have  been  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year. 

The  main  portal  for  the  introduction  of  measles  to  town  is 
probably  Oswestry  and  district.  As  the  Llanfyllin  schools  are 
self  sufficient  and  there  is  not  any  regular  traffic  of  children  between 
Llanfyllin  and  Oswestry,  the  chance  that  the  epidemic  might  miss 
the  town  altogether  is  quite  considerable.  The  fluctuations  in  the 
annual  infection  rates  will  be  high  however,  and  so  also  will  be 
the  attack  rates.  In  1957  the  attack  rates  were  probably  of  the 
same  order  as  the  age  groups  proportions  given  above.  These 
attack  rates  are  high  and  indicative  of  a high  proportion  of 
susceptible  children  in  the  community  at  that  time. 

The  fatality  ratio  has  been  declining  in  England  and  Wales 
although  it  still  leaves  a disparity  between  the  youngest  and  oldest 
age  groups  of  about  20  : 1 against  the  youngest  group.  Llanfyllin 
M.B.  shares  fully  in  this  decline,  in  fact  there  were  no  deaths 
caused  by  all  these  cases  in  1957  (fatality  ratio— nil).  Nevertheless 
the  complications  of  measles  and  its  after-effects  are  as  frequent 
and  can  be  as  serious  as  ever  they  were  and  protection  must  be 
given  where  it  is  most  needed.  Limited  stocks  of  a protective 
substance  against  measles  are  held  by  most  Public  Health 
Laboratories  and  are  available  to  individual  doctors  for  use  under 
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strictly  defined  conditions,  viz.  (a)  for  infants  under  6 months  of 
age  who  are  exposed  to  the  disease  and  whose  mothers  have  never 
had  measles  and  (b)  for  children  under  2 years  exposed  to  the 
disease  who  are  weakly,  suffering  from  some  other  illness  or  living 
under  adverse  conditions.  Apart  from  these  considerations  there 
is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  having  measles  reasonably  early  in 
life,  say  at  six  or  seven  years. 

An  analysis  of  the  cases  is  as  follows 


First  Quarter 


Age 

Male 

Female 

Toi 

1 — 2 years 

2 

3 

5 

2-3  „ 

1 

1 

2 

3-4  „ 

3 

1 

4 

4-5  „ 

4 

4 

8 

Total  under  5 

10 

9 

19 

5-6  „ 

4 

4 

8 

6-7 

7 

4 

11 

7-8  „ 

4 

3 

7 

8-9  „ 

7 

9 

16 

9-10  „ 

6 

2 

8 

Total  5-10 

28 

22 

50 

10 — 11  years 

4 

4 

12-13  „ 

1 

1 

2 

Age 

unascertained 

1 

1 

Totals 

39 

37 

76 

Second  Quarter  Yearly 
Male  Female  Total  Total 

5 

2 2 4 

112  6 

2 2 10 

3 3 6 25 

1 1 9 

11 

7 

16 

8 

1 1 51 

4 

2 

1 

4 3 7 83 


Sixty  two  families  were  involved  in  this  outbreak  and  if  this 
is  standardised  it  would  mean  that  100  families  would  have 
produced  134  cases,  40  of  them  under  5 years  and  14  aged  5 years. 
In  Llanfyllin  R.D.  100  families  would  have  produced  146  cases,  43 
of  them  under  5 years  and  16  aged  5 years,  (aggregate  of  years 
1955,  1956  and  1957).  In  Forden  R.D.  in  1955-57  100  familes  would 
have  produced  154  cases,  48  of  them  under  5 years  and  25  of  them 
5 years  of  age.  In  Welshpool  100  families  would  have  had  132 
cases,  50  of  them  under  5 years  and  36  aged  5 years. 


Pneumonia. 

There  was  one  case  during  the  year,  a male  aged  66  in  the 
second  quarter. 

Influenza- 

The  new  Asian  variant  of  this  disease  struck  the  county 
with  considerable  force  in  the  second  half  of  September  and  in 
October. 
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Fortunately  Llanfyllin  M.B.  proved  to  be  somewhat  unusual 
in  that  the  town  was  not  badly  affected.  Accurate  statistics  are 
not  available  but  indirect  estimates  gave  this  impression. 

The  infection  had  a most  noticeable  effect  upon  schools  but 
the  attendance  figures  for  Llanfyllin  High  School  were  very  little 
disturbed  over  this  period.  National  Insurance  sickness  benefit 
claims  also  failed  to  show  any  alarming  increases. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  no  known  cases  during  the  year.  One  was 
notified  but  was  later  found  to  be  non-tuberculous. 

Two  developments  in  the  campaign  against  this  disease  must 
be  mentioned  here. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit. 

This  unit,  hitherto  mobile,  was  made  partly  static  and  in  1957 
a calendar  was  widely  distributed  showing  clearly  the  dates  on 
which  it  would  be  available  in  Oswestry  and  Welshpool.  The 
unit  provides  a valuable  service  to  the  community  and  perhaps  it 
is  not  yet  fully  realized  just  how  simple  and  confidential  it  is, 
involving  neither  appointments  nor  undressing. 

Tuberculosis  Vaccination. 

As  a routine  measure  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was 
not  used  but  plans  were  made  to  commence  a vaccination  scheme 
for  school  children  in  the  13 — 14  age  group  in  1958. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  Scheme. 

The  rather  meagre  supplies  of  vaccine  in  1957  were  fairly 
distributed  throughout  the  county  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
2,334  children  had  received  two  inoculations  and  421  one 
inoculation.  This  represented  the  complete  vaccination  of  31% 
ol  those  registered  at  that  time.  The  number  registered  was  about 
#0%  of  those  eligible. 
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